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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

"Brothers and sisters, do not be afraid to welcome Christ and accept his 

power…Do not be afraid. Open wide the doors for Christ…Do not be 

afraid. Christ knows "what is in man". He alone knows it. -Pope St. John Paul 

II, Inaugural Homily as Supreme Pontiff October 22, 1978

The Holy Season of Advent is an invitation to the whole world to do 
exactly what our Patron invites us to do in his first homily as pope, 
to “open wide the doors for Christ”, Christ who came to us in the manger of Bethlehem, 
comes to us today in the life of His Grace, and will come again in glory at the end of time 
to inaugurate a New Heaven and a New Earth.
Christ comes to us, but “when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Lk 
18:8b) By our prayer, penances, self-denial, and generosity during this Holy Season we 
prepare for His coming among us and welcome Him with hearts that long for His salvation 
for ourselves, our family, our nation, and our world. Remember, the best way to prepare 
for Christmas on December 25 is to commit to Advent until December 24. Holy Mother 
Church knows what we need and has given us a full Season of Advent that lasts until the 
Christmas Season begins on December 25 and ends with the Baptism of the Lord.
As the school year began, I invited everyone to participate in the work of building a 
Catholic culture together here at JPG by the cultural commitments of discipleship, a 
culture of life, integral knowledge, and conversion. This Advent, I would like to renew my invitation with an emphasis on 
our commitment to discipleship. We are a school on a mission to “promote the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic 
Church.” (JPG Mission) The foundation of our mission is “the one thing necessary” (Lk 10:42), an active relationship with 
Jesus Christ as the Lord and Master of our lives. Our school’s mission cannot be accomplished unless it is the Lord who 
“builds our house”, and we would labor in vain unless we labor to accomplish His Will for us and our school. (Ps 127:1)
The life we share through accomplishing our mission together should makes it easier for us to be better disciples, better 
students (discipuli in Latin) of Christ the Teacher. The most important thing for all of us is God’s Will for our lives and we 
should be committed to helping others find His Will and live it with courage. The door for Christ MUST be wide open at JPG!
To this end, I ask every one of us to journey together this Advent Season as disciples of the Lord in a specific way. Choose 
a small group of friends to journey with. Meet regularly to pray together and discuss some aspect of following the Lord, 
encouraging each other to “do whatever He tells you.” (Jn 2:5) There are many resources I would recommend to you for this 
time together, but here are a few high on my list:

•	 Pray the Holy Rosary together weekly with friends.
•	 Prayerfully read the Advent Reflections JPG has published and discuss them with a group of friends once a week 

focusing on what you think the Lord is calling you to through the reflections.
•	 Listen to the first episodes of Season 2 of La Bonne Vie, JPG’s official podcast available on the website or podcasting 

platforms. The Advent episodes are focused on cultural commitments, discipleship, and Christ the Teacher. Talk about 
the episode with friends and share what Christ might be calling you to.

I pray God blesses all of us with an abundance of His grace this Holy Advent Season.
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Dec 6 Pasta Drive Donations Due
Dec 8 All School Mass, 

Immaculate Conception
Dec 9 House T-Shirts
Dec 10 Collarnary Cook Off
Dec 12 Christmas Play
Dec 15 Totus Tuus Thursday
Dec 16 •	St. Nicholas Gifts Due
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•	Upper School Exams,
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Dec 22-
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NO SCHOOL, Christmas 
Holiday

Jan 9 Classes Resume
Jan 16 NO SCHOOL, MLK Jr. Day
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Recommit to prayer this Advent season with a visit 

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Adoration Chapel.

A copy of the play on DVD will be available for 
purchase at a later date.
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Visit jpgacademy.org/
vocationscross to sign up 

to take the vocations cross 
home & to see the updated 

list of JPG Vocations.

JPG Vocations Cross

December 2022 Upper School Exam Schedule

Monday, December 19, 2022
EXAM 1, 8:30-10:00 EXAM 2, 10:15-11:45

7th grade Literature Physical Science I
8th grade Literature Physics
9th grade Ancient World - Part I Ancient World - Part II
10th grade Medieval World - Part I Medieval World - Part II
11th grade Modern World - Part I Modern World - Part II
12th grade American Studies - Part I American Studies - Part II

Tuesday, December 20, 2022
EXAM 1, 8:30-10:00 EXAM 2, 10:15-11:45

7th grade Religion
Latin I-A
Latin I-B
Latin I
Latin II/III

8th grade Religion
9th grade Scripture
10th grade Church History
11th grade Moral Theology
12th grade Sacraments

Wednesday, December 21, 2022
EXAM 1, 8:30-10:00 EXAM 2, 10:15-11:45

7th grade Geography Pre-Algebra 
8th grade Algebra I 

Geometry 
Algebra II 
Advanced Math 
Calculus

Louisiana Studies
9th grade Astronomy
10th grade Chemistry
11th grade Biology
12th grade Senior Science

*Students who do not have an exam (for example, during the language block) may check out
or must report to the study hall during their open exam time.
**All students should report to their homeroom class before prayer for attendance.  


